Valencia Community College


Fall 2016
Course: AMH2020    CRN: 13994       Title: U.S. History 1877 to Present       Credit Hours: 3.0
Instructor:  Carl E. Creasman, Jr. Office:  8-130   Hours: M/W(2:30-3:30); T/TH(1:30-3:30);F virtual
Phone: 407-582-2009
Email: ccreasman@mail.valenciacollege.edu
Mailbox:  3-29       Course Meeting:  8-148 Mon/Wed  10:00-11:15 AM
Description: Survey of United States history from the Gilded Age to the present, emphasizing political, social, and economic developments. Examines such topics as expansion, Populist and Progressive movements, Great Depression, the World Wars, reform and dissent in the 1960s and the Vietnam conflict.
Text: Roark, Johnson, Cohen, Stage, and Hartmann. Understanding the American Promise: A History, Volume II: To 1877, 2nd edition. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2014.
ISBN: 978-1-457-68689-4
Objectives:  

1. Students will be able to recall the principal persons, places, and events from the chronological framework of this course.

2. Students will be able to synthesize the thematic historical influences that shaped the modern history of the United States.

3. Students will be able to explain the impact of the individual, regardless of societal rank, as participants in the making of history.
4. Students will be able to assess the role that diversity plays in the shaping of the modern history of the United States. 
5. Students will be able to detect the lessons, patterns or characteristics from historical events to better understand present day happenings.    
6. Students will be able to interpret historical events by using appropriate historical methods.

As a professor, I will strive to:

· Help you understand critical skills to success in life (and in academics), how to Live Well
· Create a “learning-centered institution” mindset that challenges all students to pursue a lifetime of learning, searching and understanding.
· Help students develop into critical thinking citizens able to analyze data, value other opinions, use common sense in decision-making, and draw well-supported conclusions.

· Prepare students to comprehend the political development of the American nation, understand and appreciate the diversity of a national citizenry and explore the relationship between the United States and other nations.

Introduction to the Course
There are two ways to describe the design of my courses, and both are equally valid. On the one hand, this course is a mix of lecture, dvd and student-to-student interactions based around a chronological journey of the topic history.  The student is responsible for engaging in critical thinking skills relative to history while interpreting and synthesizing information from a variety of self-selected sources. Students will create meaningful artifacts as evidence to their learning while also undertaking summative assessments designed to test knowledge acquisition and critical analysis of material covered. 
 
On the other hand, my courses are like massively multiplayer role-playing game (MMORPGs) in which students investigate the realm of American History by understanding different “character types” (i.e., different approaches and perspectives of historical inquiry).  To win the game (i.e., to pass), players work to complete a series of quests (i.e., graded work), sometimes alone and others times working with a team.  The ultimate goal is to survive “the Realm” (i.e., “the course”), learning all you can about the history of our country.

Grade Determination:  As in many games, you will be GAINING points as you successfully complete the course.  In other words, as with all other games (and really every other class if the professor was honest), you are starting with ZERO points, but as you the semester rolls along, you will gain points.  You see the grade as a series of percentages of the overall course.

Methods of Evaluation:

      

% of Grade 
Learning Curve Experiences


10%

Day Two Class Activities



10%

In-class Written Paragraphs 

      
10%
Students Teaching Students Video


10%
Unit 1 Assessment



10%
Unit 2 & 3 Assessment (15% each)


30%
Unit 4 assessment (Final Exam)


20%
TOTAL



              

100,000
Classroom participation: This is a principle aspect of a class being “learner-centered.”  Your preparation PRIOR TO CLASS is critical for every class.  This prep time quest is “first exposure” learning, where you are initially engaged with the material.   We accomplish this through two online tools found on Blackboard: the Learning Curve Experience and the Day Two Activities.  The Learning Curve Experience is a game you play that helps you understand a specific chapter.  The Day Two Activities are various game activities that connect to each week’s topic.  For this, you will choose three activities to complete from multiple options.

For best preparation over the week, I recommend use of the Valencia Library Data base that you access through atlas Library link.  The following list of databases has the best options for our class.  
· Virtual Reference Library (Gale)

· Britannica Academic Edition (Britannica)
· American History (ABC-CLIO)

· History Reference Center (EBSCO)

· Ebrary (Proquest)

· Daily Life Through History (ABC-CLIO)

Attendance:  The College and this instructor expect all students to attend all class meetings.  For this class, I will keep up with attendance every day.  If you arrive to class after attendance has been taken, it is your responsibility to see me immediately after class to advise me of your presence.  Arriving late and leaving early may jeopardize your success in this course.  All class absences are considered unexcused with the exception of jury duty and military duty.  Proper documentation must be presented upon returning to class in these cases.  There is a 10% grade penalty for more than three (3) unexcused class absences per semester.   After five (5) unexcused days, you will be withdrawn from the course.     
In-Class Written Paragraphs: At random times during the semester, I will provide you an assignment prompt over material that we covered that day.  You will provide a written response in class; you will be allowed to use your notes, but not the book or any websites.  This is a formative assessment that fosters attendance, good note taking and command of the information given that day.  There are NO MAKE-UPS for missed in-class paragraphs.

Students teaching Students Video (11/06):  Students will choose a topic from a list I provide and create a short (3-5 minutes) teaching video that we will post on Youtube to be used for other students to learn a topic.  The videos will be shown in Blackboard, and possibly used in future classes.  See blackboard for specifics of this assignment.   
Unit Assessments:  These exams will have you produce writings investigating some aspect from the previous unit, often with major essays.  I will give you all of the essay options prior to the exam to aid your preparation, but I will select the essays on the day of the in-class exam.  
Make-up work: Late work may be accepted depending on individual circumstances.  Merely “forgetting” to do the work will NOT be accepted.  Consult with the professor for guidance.
ADDITIONAL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR SYLLABI

	College

Withdrawal

Procedure
	A student is permitted to withdraw from a class on or before the withdrawal deadline of 11/11 as published in the College calendar. A student is not permitted to withdraw from a class after the withdrawal deadline. A student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W.”  On the 6th unexcused absences, I will withdraw you. Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  For a complete policy and procedure overview: http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/default.cfm?policyID=75&volumeID_1=4&navst=0

	Valencia

Student

Core

Competencies
	Valencia faculty have defined four interrelating competencies (Think, Value, Communicate, Act) that prepare students to succeed in the world community.  These competencies are outlined in the College Catalog.  In this course, through classroom lecture and discussion, group work, and other learning activities, you will further your mastery of those core competencies. Additional information is available in the College Catalog (http://valenciacollege.edu/competencies/).

	Internet Research Statement 

	Because of the variety of sources, ease of publication, lack of central control and proliferation of commercial information on the free Internet, it is often hard to tell if the information is reliable.  Many sites contain research and information of high quality.  However, unlike traditional print publications or library-based electronic resources, there is usually no process of peer review, nor is there an editor verifying the accuracy of information presented on the Internet.  There are an increasing number of sites containing information that may be incomplete, anonymously written, out-of-date, biased, fraudulent, or whose content may not be factual. Students should, therefore, use caution in use of the free Internet for their research needs.  For academic topics that are addressed in scholarly literature, use of electronic databases or visiting the library may better meet your needs.  However, each professor makes the final determination of what is or is not accepted as a valid source so review the syllabus for specific guidelines from your professor.

 

See the following tutorial for more information: http://valenciacollege.edu/library/east/webevalinfo.cfm

	Academic

Dishonesty
	All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia.  Academic dishonesty included, but is not limited to, plagiarism (turning written work that you took, word for word, from another source and pretending such work is your own, any “Cut and Paste” from websites), cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive.  All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the students' individual thoughts, research, and self-expression.  Whenever a student uses ideas, wording, or organization from another source, the source shall be appropriately acknowledged.  Any form of cheating during exams will constitute an immediate “F” for that quiz/exam.  Plagiarism will result in a “0” for that essay.  Other sanctions available to the professor should a violation occur are described in the Valencia Student Handbook or online http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/default.cfm?policyID=193&volumeID_1=8&navst=0

	Student Code of

Conduct
	Valencia is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning, but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling at Valencia, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the professor to leave the class.  Violation of any Valencia policies/procedures or classroom rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the College.  Disciplinary action from the College could include being withdrawn from the class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions. So, act mature, treating others with respect, verbally or online. Valencia’s Student Code of Conduct is in the current Student handbook or http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/default.cfm?policyID=180&volumeID_1=8&navst=0

	Students with Disabilities
	"Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a Notification to Instructor (NTI) form from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.”   East Campus Bldg. 5, Rm. 216;  Ph: 407-582-2229,  Fax: 407-582-8908,  TTY: 407-582-1222

	Final Exam
	All professors are required to give final examinations to all credit students (except those taking course work for audit) during the scheduled final examination period (12/12).  The final examination in this course is worth 20% of your grade.  Any student not completing the examination will receive a 0 and this will impact the final average in the course.

See policy Final Exam Policy at See policy Final Exam Policy at http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/default.cfm?policyID=75&volumeID_1=4&navst=0

	Personal Technology Policy
	Students may use their laptop or “mini-computer’ (smart phone) during class to take notes or to access the Internet for research.  A student who uses this freedom to “surf the web” may be asked to leave the class for that day or turn off the device.

	Student Wellness Info
	Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.


· Valencia Calendars are at http://www.valenciacollege.edu/calendar/

· It is the policy of this professor and VC to communicate with you via Atlas. Failure to check for e-mail messages will not be accepted as an excuse for missed work.  

Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at anytime during the term by announcement of the professor.  It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes.

Mon/Wed Class
CRN# 13994
AMH 2020  10:00 – 11:15 AM

Unit 1 – Rebuilding and Emerging United States
8/29—Intro to class

8/31—Setting the stage—the country today vs. the Founders’ Vision, Civil War, Reconstruction
9/5—Labor day School Closed
9/7—New South, West, Industrialism and Urbanism
9/12—Industrialism; rise of Gilded Age; Robber Barons
9/14—Urbanism; crisis and issues emerging in the cities
9/19—Populism and Northern Response into Progressivism 
9/21—Progressivism part 1—general acts, Presidency of TR

9/26—Progressivism part 2—Taft, Wilson, Election of 1912

1/31 [SUNDAY]--Unit 1 Assessment due in Blackboard
Unit 2 – United States Responding during Crisis
9/28— US Foreign Policy, Imperialism
10/3—World War I & US entry into war
10/5—Home Front, Treaty of Versailles
10/10—Roaring 20s
10/12—Great Depression/New Deal
10/17—World War II, pt 1.--Pearl Harbor, US at war
10/19—World War II, pt 2--US home front during war, End of war & Atomic Bomb
10/24—Unit 2 Assessment, completed in class
Unit 3—The American Age    
10/26— International Brave New World…Cold War & World of Superpowers
10/31— Domestic culture change in 1950s-1970s; Rock and Roll, Rise of Teens
11/2— Civil Rights: 1950s-1970s
11/6—Students Teaching Students Video Due (yes, this is a Sunday)
11/7— Economic Issues 1950s-1980s 

11/9—Domestic Changes, Challenges, & Issues 1970s-2000s
11/14—International Changes, Challenges, & Issues 1970s-2000s
11/16— Unit 3 Assessment, completed in class
Unit 4-Thematic Overview
11/21— Civil Rights in a Multicultural Society
11/23-27—Thanksgiving Break 
11/28—Progressivism vs Reagan conservatism

11/30—The Question of Economics

12/5—USA in a Multinational World

12/7—Rights and Society  

12/12
Final Exam/Unit 4 Assessment
10:00 AM--12:30 PM
Grading Scale:	90 – 100%	= A


		80 – 89%	= B


		70 – 79%	= C


		60 – 69%	= D


		Below 60	= F





Important College Dates


9/5-Labor day School Closed


9/6-Drop/Refund Deadline	


9/7-No Show Reporting


10/6-College Night School Closed


11/11-Withdrawal Deadline for students to earn “W” grade


11/23-27-Thanksgiving Break 














